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What is claimed is: 

1 . An instrument organizer for at least partially supporting s/rgical 
instruments, comprising: 

an elongated base having a uniform, predeterminecKwidth and defining 
a continuous surface extending from a first side surface to an /pposing second side 
surface thereof, the base including two terminal ends; 

at least one fixed end post extending fromi terminal end of the base, 
the fixed end post comprising a generally triangular c;^figuration in cross section; 
and 

at least one moj^atJle^ stabilizing stfGcture including two gripping legs 
extending from a centrai^ody having opposiK^, inwardly facing surfaces spaced 
apart a distance substantially equal to the ^redetermined width of the base of the 
instrument organizer, the opposing, inwjaji^y facing surfaces of the two gripping legs 
being dimensioned and configured Wgflp the first and sej6ond side surfaces of the 
base of the jnstrument organizer, i;e^e(ctively, so that^e movable stabilizing 

the instru|;dent organizer at any point 
:er atya the central body is held in place by 



structure can be attached to the/pase c 
between the terminal ends ofihe organ 



the gripppng legs for retairwg the surgical instruments in an organized and upright 
state at least partiallv/dn/he organizer. 



2. The instrument organizer of claim 1 , wherein the base comprises a pair 
of fixed end postsT each having a generally triangular configuration in cross section. 
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3. A couple for coupling a pair of instrument organizers eac^bf which 
comprise an elongated base structure having a top surface and a fp&nt surface and a 
rear surface extending from the top surface and the front surfgg^e and the rear surface 
being disposed on opposing sides of the base structure, tj?§ elongated base structure 
comprising a predetermined width as measured from j*ie front surface to the rear 
surface and the elongated ba§@-Sfru^re includirig^opposed terminal ends; 

at least orysHirst end post [fixed I v^ositioned at one terminal end of the 
base structure; and/ 

at jeast one movable s^ilizing structure mountable at any axially 
spaced locatk5n along a length of^ne base structure relative to the first end post, the 
movable stabilizing structure including a body popnon and opposed, spaced apart 
legs depending therefrom, ine legs being sp^rced apart a distance approximately 
equal to t^e predeternrii^d width V thej^ase structure to facilitate frictional 
engagemet|t^witp>th^base structure to thereby stabilize and at least partially support 
one or more surgfcal instruments; 

7 pie, comprising: 
i coupling device for connecting the pair of instrument organizers 



4. The couple of claim 3 wtjerein the coupling device comprises a wall 
portion defining an apertujie'tliat is dimensioned and configured to receive adjoining 
end posts of eaptrlnstrument organizer when the end posts are disposed in 
juxtaposition. 
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5. The couple of claim 3 wherein the coupling devipe comprises a collar 
including a wall portion having a generally rectangulapatlter configuration in cross 
section and defining an aperture having a gen^r^ rectangular configuration for 
■re ce ivi ng two e nd pos ts-eaeM mv i ng a-^^ib i ca l o u t e r rnnfiQi i ratinn . 



6. An instrument organizer for at least partially supporting ^rgical 
instruments, comprising: 

an elongated base having a uniform, predetermined width and defining 
a continuous surface extending from a first side surface to ar/opposing second side 
surface thereof, the continuous surface opthe base cbmpcising a contact portion 
having a non-linear shape in cross;section and the base including two terminal ends; 

at least one fixe(^nd post extendingyfrcpi a terminal end of the base; 

and 

at least one? movable stabilizing stnilcture correspondingly configured to 
engage the contact po/ion of the base ajra ir^cluaing two gripping legs extending 
from a central body h'aving opposing,yfiw^dly fjbcing surfa9es spaced apart a 
distance substantially equal to the /recfetemiin^d width/^f the base of the instrument 
organizer, the opposing, inwardlwfacing surfacesofthe two gripping legs being 
dimensioned and cohfigur^fmo grip the first and second side surfaces of the base of 
the instrument organizer, Respectively, so that the movable stabilizing structure can 
be attached to the baser of the instrument organizer at any point between the terminal 
ends of the organizer and the central body is held in place by the gripping legs for 
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retaining the surgical instruments in an organized and upright state at jeast partially 
on the organizer. 

7. The instrument organizer of claim 6, wherein contact portion 
comprises a pair of chamfered edges. 

8. The instrument or^arfizer oFbl^im 6,;rf(^herein the contact portion is 
arcuate in cross section. 



9. An instrument organizer fo/at l^ast partially supporting one or more 
surgical instruments, comprising: 

a base structure corn^risfrig opposed terminal ends; 
at least a first en^g^fixedly positioned aj/one terminal end of the 
base struqfture; and 

at least oneArfovablfe stabilizing sjpdcture mountable on the base 
structure atXlocati^p^mat is spacM from^ first end post, to thereby stabilize and 
at least partially support one or more instruments; 

wherein at least one of the base structure and the movable stabilizing 
10 structure comprises a radiopaque material. 
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1 0. The instrument organizer of claim 9, wheren? 

the base structure comprises an elongates structure having a 
continuous contact surface and a front surface and ar rear surface extending from the 
contact surface and the front surface and the reai/surface being disposed on 
opposing sides of the base structure, the elongated base structure comprising a 
predetermined width as measured from the fj^nt surface to the rear surface of the 
elongated base structure; and 

the movable stabilizing_stru6ture is mountable at any axially spaced 
location along the contact^rface of the base structure and includes a body portion 



and opposed, spaced apart legs depending 



distance approximately equal to the predetennined width of the base structure to 



facilitate frictional engagement with the b&se 




I 



lerefrom, the legs being spaced apart a 



structure. 



1 The instrument organizer of claim 1 0,yWherein the radiopaque material 
comprises at least one rac|iopjEfq(je string. 

/ment 6m^n\ze/oi claim 1 1 , wherein: 

5st one radiopaque string is mounted to at least one of the base 
structure and the movable stabilizing structure and; 

the at least one radiopaque string comprises at least one of a flexible 
polymer and a copolymer along with a radiopaque substance embedded therein. 
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1 3. The instrument organizer of claim 1 2 wherein: 

the at least one of a flexible polymer and ;i copolymer comprises 
polyvinyl chloride; and 

the radiopaque substance comprises ii USP barium sulfate additive. 



14. The instrument opg^'\zer of clainVl 1 wherein: 

the at least one radiopaque strioig ik embedded within at least one of 
the base structure and^he movable stabilizing st ucture; and 

the arieast one radiopaqueAtring has a length that ranges between 
approximately three inches and approximately^ inches and has a diameter that 
ranges between approximately .093 inch ajra/a|jproximately .1/5 inch. 



The instrument org^i^r of 6laim 10, wherein the radiopaque material 
least one strand oramaterial dpmposed/of a metallic substance. 



16. Tn&4n8tfument^organizer of claim 1 5, wherein the at least one strand 
comprises multiple strands/embedded within the base structure and/or in the 
movable stabilizing structure and the metallic substance consists of at least one 
metal from the group consisting of platinum, gold and tungsten. 
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17. The instrument organizer of claim 1 5 wherein a diametripl size of the 
at least one strand is within the range of between approximately .0)2(07 inch and 
approximately .0015 inch. 

18. The instrument organizer of claim 9 wherein tfie radiopaque material 
comprises a metallic coil spring embedded within at lea^ one of the base structure 
and the movable stabilizing structure. 

1 9. The instRiment organizer of cla\my6 wherein the radiopaque material 
comprises at least/one of an acetal homopolymer and nylon. 



20. / The instrument organizer af dlaipn 9 wherein the radiopaque material 
comprises at least one of a vinyl plasjfc ap/ a polyvinyl chloride hajving a USP barium 
sulfate additive. 

21 . A method of ap^ng a radiopaque material to an instrument organizer, 
the insirument organizer cdnriprising a b^e strucjwfe and a movable stabilizing 
structureJthe methpdxomprising the steps of: 

providing a thermoplastic polymer; 

dispersing a su;mcient quantity of radiopaque substance into the thermoplastic 
polymer to render the thermoplastic polymer identifiable on an X-ray image; and 

compressing the thermoplastic polymer into polyurethane foam forming the 
base and/or the movable stabilizing structure. 
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22. The method of claim 21 wh©feirrtR§"^D/6t compressing the 
thermoplastic polymer into the odyurethane foam>is darried out via at least one roller. 



23. The metbibd of claim 21 wh/^reil^ the 
at least one materia^ from the group ^fi^sting of vi 
and the radiopaque substance^j^phses USP 



thermoplastip/polymer comprises 
and polyvinyl chloride 

sulfate. 
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